
 

Official 

Biodiversity Net Gain – A London Borough of Richmond Upon Thames approach to defining a 

‘significant’ offset 
 

Following the publication by DEFRA of the secondary legislation, which provides the detail for the biodiversity net gain framework, only biodiversity offsets which are considered to be ‘significant’ require the production 

of a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) which will outline how the land will be managed over at least 30 years, and the subsequent undertaking of periodic monitoring and reporting on the status of the 

offset. 

The secondary legislation offers no national statutory definition of what constitutes a ‘significant’ offset. At London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, this will ultimately be determined at the discretion of the Local 

Authority’s Ecology Policy and Planning Officer on a case-by-case basis, but taking into account factors including, but not limited to: 

 

 

Habitat Distinctiveness 

Habitats of high and very high distinctiveness will almost always be regarded as significant. 

Habitats of very low – low distinctiveness will not normally be regarded as significant. 

Habitats of medium distinctiveness will be assessed as significant or non-significant based 

on the subsequent factors below. 

Habitat Area 

Habitats of less than 1000m2 or 100 linear metres will not normally be regarded as 

significant. 

However, when a group of smaller habitat parcels contribute to an area of 1000m2 or length 

of 100 linear metres or more, this may collectively be regarded as a significant offset. 

Strategic Significance 

Where medium distinctiveness habitats 

contribute directly to the local 

biodiversity strategies, such as the 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan or Local 

Nature Recovery Strategy, these may 

be regarded as significant. Presence of 

individual species will also be 

considered at this stage. 

Spatial Significance 

Where a medium distinctiveness habitat 

is deemed to provide an important 

contribution to the ecological 

connectivity between other habitats in 

the surrounding landscape, then this 

may be regarded as significant. 

Target Condition 

Where the time to target condition of a 

habitat offset exceeds 10 years, this 

may be regarded as significant. 

Difficulty of Enhancement or Creation 

Where the difficulty of habitat 

enhancement or creation is high or 

very high, this may be regarded as 

significant. 


